
Scripture Companion 
Angels  

 
Part I: The Five Roles of Angels 

“Who among the gods is like you, LORD? Who is like you - majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?” ~ Exodus 15:11 

 

Week Five: December 25 - 31, 2022 
Angels are Adorers  
  

Opening Prayer: 
Col 1:15-17 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in Him were 
created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and invisible, whether thrones, 
dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through Him and for 
Him. He before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
 

Person 1: 
Lord and Father, Thank You that you promise us that where two or three are gathered 
you are in the midst. Lord, we welcome You amongst us today and celebrate the gift 
of life that you have lavished upon each of us. We ask that You open our ears so that 
we may hear your voice. 
 

Person 2: 
Open our minds so that we may receive your eternal wisdom. Open our spirits so that 
we may know Your leading and guidance. And open our hearts so that we may 
receive Your wonderful love. We ask this in the glorious name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 



Gospel: 
Luke 2:4-20 
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city 
of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, to 
be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields 
and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were struck with great fear. 
The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a savior has been 
born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an 
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 
 “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that 
had been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been 
told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her 
heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, just as it had been told to them. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
From the Incarnation to the Ascension, the life of the Word incarnate is surrounded by 
the adoration and service of Angels. When God “brings the firstborn into the world, 
he says ‘Let all God’s angels worship him’” Their song of praise at the birth of Christ 
has not ceased resounding in the Church’s praise: “Glory to God in the highest!” They 
protect Jesus in his infancy, serve him in the desert, strengthen him in his agony in the 
garden, when he could have been saved by them from the hands of his enemies as 
Israel had been. [Again], it is the angels who “evangelize” by proclaiming the Good 
News of Christ’s Incarnation and Resurrection. They will be present at Christ’s return, 
which they will announce, to serve at his judgement. 
[CCC 333] 



Angels are spiritual creatures who glorify God without ceasing and who serve His 
saving plans for other creatures: “The angels work together for the benefit of us all” 
[CCC 350] (St. Thomas Aquinas). 

1. The angels can enlighten us about the Holy Eucharist, for into this great Mystery 
as Saint Peter reminds us, angels long to look (1 Peter 1:10). This word 
“Mystery” refers above all to the mystery of the Incarnation, but the Greek term 
is also used for the sacraments, especially for the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. 
Although the angels can never fully comprehend the Incarnation or the 
Eucharistic sacrifice, they do teach us how to adore Christ in the Eucharist. As 
Our Lord said to Nathaniel, “you shall see heaven opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man” (John 1: 51). Do you accept 
the invitation, at the end of the Preface (just prior to the Eucharistic prayer), to 
join the angels and saints in singing unending praise to God? What other 
methods of adoration can we adopt from the angels? Like humans, angels have 
free will. How is it that they can remain in adoration of the Lord, yet we struggle? 
Describe how your soul feels after you’ve sat in adoration of the Lord? How can 
you make it contagious? Have you ever invited someone to join you in 
adoration?  

2. The powerful fortification of adoration can be effective for evangelization. When 
you share the goodness, the love and the peace that comes from adoration, you 
are essentially giving a testimony to the goodness of the Lord. How can you 
share this beautiful tradition with those who are unaware? When sharing the 
excitement of your experience, are others receptive or dismissive? What can you 
do to avoid the latter? Is the adoration schedule at the Parish in the forefront of 
your mind? Why should it be? 

3. Catholics are a sacramental people.  We believe in the good of the world 
around us and the body.  The senses of the body are goods and the things 
which appeal to those senses can be as well.  So worship can call upon all the 
senses.  Taste and see.  And hear and feel and even smell.  Incense, beautiful 
art, and song all serve as aids to worship. It has been said that “singing is 
praying twice”.  Singing is a communal form of prayer. The more voices raised 
the fuller and more beautiful the song. Do you sing at Mass? Music and song 
have a strong effect on our worship. When invited to join the angels and saints 
in unending praise, do you belt-it-out with the angels or do you quietly pray the 
words? How does singing with the angels and saints strengthen our relationship 
with the Holy Trinity? How does it elevate our praise of the Lord? Do you listen 
to liturgical or Christian genre outside of Mass? What do you listen to? Who is 



your favorite artists and why? Will you take a song sheet this week at Mass and 
let your voice be heard? 
 

For this week: 
How can the Peace and Joy of Christmas be part of my life every day?  
Pay it forward. “All who would win joy must share it; happiness is a twin” ~ George 
Gordon Lord Byron 
 
Solitude is joyless. When we share the peace and joy of Christmas, we are inviting 
others to pay-it-forward spilling these gifts into subsequent seasons. 
So what do we do after we kneel at the manger and prepare to return our own fields? 
First, we bring our Christmas joy with us, remembering that this joy is not for a day, 
but for a season. We keep celebrating that we are the people who “have seen a great 
light.” Second, we commit ourselves to the peace that Prince of Peace has ushered in, 
a peace that is marked by “the grace of God” that teaches us thereby bringing joy to 
our daily life. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
Prayer for Angelic Assistance 
Lord Almighty, Creator of all life, 
Thank You for creating the angels. 
As dedicated and faithful servants, 
They instantly act upon Your commands. 
Please direct Your angels to assist me, 
Ensuring the accomplishment of Your work, 
In accordance with Your Divine will. 
Always rekindle my mind to remember 
That Your angels are available to me 
As restrainers of diabolic obstacles. 
Thank You Lord for Your auspice! 
Your kindness is infinitely good! 
 
 
 


