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At our recent third collaborative-wide meeting, it was decided to seek consolidation of our two parishes of St. 

Mary and Sacred Heart. Fr. Brian Flynn wishes to thank all those who participated, listened carefully, offered 

their questions and comments, and suggested that consolidation was the best option for our collaborative.   

 

What does consolidation mean? 

Basically, the two parishes and their geographical area become one new parish. All assets (i.e. buildings and 

properties) and liabilities (i.e. loans) of St. Mary and Sacred Heart Parish become the assets and liabilities of 

the new parish. 

 

Why do we have to consolidate? 

Financial issues and a declining number of priests are the two major challenges facing us at this time. 

Attendance and collections are down, and reserves are being used to meet our operating budget. In addition, 

with the declining number of priests in the archdiocese, it is believed that, within three years, only one priest 

will be able to serve the parishioners who currently call St. Mary and Sacred Heart home. After discussions with 

the finance council, parish council, and three collaborative-wide meetings, it was decided that our best option 

is to seek consolidation. 

 

Who is making these decisions? 

Parishioners who have attended the three collaborative-wide meetings have offered ideas and advice as to 

how we can continue to do the good work that we do as a collaborative in light of these current challenges. At 

the meeting on January 5th, the consensus was to move forward and request permission to consolidate. The 

ultimate decision is made by Cardinal Sean. Cardinal Sean is the ultimate decision maker, but all parishioners 

have an important role to play in helping Fr. Flynn to decide what we want to do and how that will be 

presented to Cardinal Sean. 

 

What will the new parish be called? 

In conversation with our parishioners, we will submit three names for the new parish and Cardinal Sean will 

choose one of them to be our new name. The church buildings, however, will keep their current names of St. 

Mary and Sacred Heart. 

 

Will a church be closed? 

A committee will be formed to look at all the property the new parish will own and make recommendations as 

to how these properties can best be used in supporting the new parish. It is possible that one worship space 

may be closed, but that may not be the case. No decision has been made and this committee will have a lot of 

work to do as they strive to come up with recommendations. 

 

Will Fr. Brian Flynn remain as pastor? 

It is anticipated that Fr. Flynn will be appointed as the pastor of the new parish. 
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Can the new parish be called St. Mary or Sacred Heart? 

We can submit those names to the Cardinal if we wish. 
 

How does this affect our schools? 

The consolidation itself has no direct effect on our schools. Both schools are operated by St. Mary’s High School 

Inc. and are not parish schools. The school buildings are used by the schools and will continue to be so. 

 

How can I be of help? 

First and most importantly, please pray for this endeavor and for all the people involved. Also, if you feel 

qualified, volunteer for one of the committees we will be forming to help us. In addition, keep informed by 

reading the information that will be provided in the bulletin and attend meetings to keep up to date with what 

is happening. Please bring your questions to Fr. Flynn and help to get all the correct information to people who 

are interested. 

 

Opportunities for Parishioners to Help  

The Collaborative is forming a Building Committee to help with our consolidation. If you wish to be a part of 

this committee, please speak with Fr. Flynn as soon as possible as meetings will begin soon. Below is a 

description of the Building Committee. 

 

Parish Building Committee 

The role of this committee will be to examine the properties owned by the newly established parish and 

determine how they can best be used to support the new parish. The committee will be sensitive to the 

parishioners’ connections to such properties as well as the roles the buildings currently play in the parish, 

schools, and other surrounding properties. The committee will conduct their work in cooperation with 

Archdiocesan Policies. 

 

Collaborative Pastoral Committee 

The Collaborative is also seeking to expand the Collaborative Pastoral Council. The Council will be critical in 

advising the pastor as to how our new parish will look. Decisions such as how to proceed in choosing a name, 

Mass schedule, mission statement, and the like, will be discussed among this group. If interested, please speak 

with Fr. Flynn.  

 

 

We are a joyful community of missionary disciples that 

welcomes all.  As we journey together, we will encounter 

Jesus through prayer, study and the Sacraments, 

and by our service make Him known. 

  

 


